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His crime was that he actually married the girl. It
had always been the fashion for an Austrian Archduke
to keep an opera-dancer, whether he liked it or not,
just as he always kept a racehorse, even though he
cared nothing about racing. For any scion of the
Imperial House she was a necessary part of the sur-
roundings, an item in the entourage of Court. He
maintained her just as our Royal Family pay sub-
scriptions to charities, or lay the foundation-stone
of a church. It was expected of him. Noblesse oblige.
Descent from the House of Hapsburg involves its
duties as well as its rights. The opera-dancer was
as essential to Archducal existence as the seventy-
seventh quartering on the Hapsburg arms. She was
the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual
Imperialness. She justified the title of " Transpar-
ency." She was the mark of true heredity, like the
Hapsburg lip. As the advertisements say, no Arch-
duke should be without one.

But really to love an opera-dancer was a scandal
for derision, moving all the Courts of the Empire to
scorn. Actually to marry her was a crime beyond
forgiveness. It shook the Throne. It came very
near the sin of treason, for which the penalties pre-
scribed may hardly be whispered in polite ears. To
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